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The child's attention is largely given over to acquiring good
habits of eating, sleeping, dressing, elimination, motor co-
ordination, and adequate personal-social behavior. The child
is confused at this age when he is unable to adjust readily to
situations and to people because of the many sensory impres-
sions he is having while he is learning to handle himself.
From two or three years of age to six, and even through
the early primary years, the great variety of experiences that
the child needs should be accompanied by guidance which
will further his independence and not regiment him.
As the pattern of the child's personality is established early,
the first task of his parents and teachers is to help him build
toward emotional security and sound ways of thinking and
acting. The child should not be forced beyond his capacity
or stage of development. His physical, mental, and social
development will determine his readiness to use speaking,
reading, writing, and the many other means of expression.
For some children even the simplest routines need to be made
less complicated, for others, challenges must be devised to
promote the best growth.
The three- to four-year-old needs to be permitted to follow
the tempo best suited to him as he develops the routines of
daily living. For example, no two children's physical proc-
esses can be timed identically, and each one needs suitable
equipment for play; large blocks and boxes to pile, kegs to roll,
and carts to push develop the larger muscles; and blunt, safe
tools, the simpler manipulative abilities.
PRESCHOOL EXPERIENCES PROMOTE HEALTH,
GROWTH, LEARNING, AND SELF-DEPENDENCE
The health and the physical, social, and mental develop-
ment are emphasized according to each child's particular
needs in the well-managed preschool. Living and learning as
they proceed are a part of the democratic process, for the
school day is considered as only a part of the child's entire
day. The teacher takes into account the part that other
adults play in the life of the child and cooperates with parents